Neonatal meningococcal disease in the United States, 1990 to 1999.
Although neonatal bacterial meningitis is common, the rate of invasive meningococcal disease in the United States among children < or =30 days old has not been defined. Most relevant literature consists of case reports or case series, which note high case-fatality ratios but do not describe the overall burden of disease. We used active, population-based surveillance data from the Active Bacterial Core Surveillance program to estimate the incidence of neonatal meningococcal disease in the United States from 1990 to 1999. A case of neonatal meningococcal disease was defined as isolation of Neisseria meningitidis from a normally sterile site in a resident of the surveillance area < or =30 days of age. The median annual number of neonates under surveillance was 25 900. Between 1990 and 1999, 22 cases of neonatal meningococcal disease were identified. Three (14%) patients died. The average annual incidence was 9 per 100 000. The rate of neonatal meningococcal disease in the United States is higher than previous estimates. Meningococcal disease is uncommon in neonates, but its rate is similar to that of meningococcal disease in 6- to 23-month-old children.